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I have an interdisciplinary academic background, with a 
BA in Economics (Univ. of Richmond '99), MA in Marine 
Affairs and Policy (Univ. of Miami, '04), and PhD in 
Environmental Studies (UC Santa Cruz, '11). My doctoral 
dissertation explored social and environmental changes 
in Bocas del Toro, Panama, in terms of the important 
demographic shifts that resulted from the recent influx 
of foreign residents. I conducted postdoctoral research 
at the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI) 
in Panama (2012-2014) focusing on land tenure, land 
use policy, and development; including an analysis of 
marine and coastal policy in Panama. I am currently Asst. 
Professor of Marine and Coastal Policy in the School of 
Public Policy, CLA here at OSU and a Research Assoc. at 
STRI in Panama. 
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